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PROLOGUE 


The Mount Holyoke Club of Washington, D. C. was particularly pleased 
when one of its members proposed that the Club undertake to foster an 
exhibit of the work of students of the D. C. Public School System in 
an effort to encourage the students, the schools, and the public to 
recognize the full role that art can and should play in an academic 
curriculum and in the community as a whole. Mount Holyoke College, 
which is in South Hadley, Massachusetts, prepares its students to take 
active roles in the world about them and to respond to its needs. Its 
alumnae welcome opportunities to continue their involvement with education 
at all levels and in all fields. It seems particularly appropriate that 
this exhibit be begun by a group whose membership consists of D. C. area 
residents brought together by their common experience and interest in 
education. 


Mrs. J. D. Lambert 


Mrs. Norris Dodson, Jr. 


FOREWORD 


* This catalogue represents an effort to document the 
importance of this exhibition of art by young artists in the 
District of Columbia Public High Schools and, at the same time, 

to emphasize the relevant nature of youth’s vision in its response 
to life. Hopefully, the inspirations and foundations related to 
these conceptual statements will be recorded accurately. 

Until recently, only slight attention has been given 
to the art of youth in Washington. The public school system’s 
art department has urged for a long time that involvement with 
art be considered a major contribution to the total development 
and education of youth. Although the deserved recognizance of 
this concept is yet to be fully realized, much important activity 
has been generated, particularly in the community and through 
some of the key institutions which have especially directed their 
efforts at working with the community. Meeting this goal will 
take time, but reaching the goal has now at least become a 
serious endeavor. 

As part of the interest in supporting this goal, the 
Mount Holyoke Club of Washington approached the Corcoran about 
this exhibition. It has been with equal interest that the 
Corcoran Gallery has mounted this exhibition. 

The exhibition is special for many reasons. It is the 
Gallery’s first formal exhibition of senior high school work, 
and a first for any gallery in the city of Washington. The 
exhibition is special too, because it clearly states that it 
should have happened long before now. I am personally grateful 
that I have had the opportunity to organize this long-awaited 
event. 

Also to be mentioned is a very special and direct 
contribution to the concept of this exhibition. Theodore Rice, 
who is graduating from Paul Junior High School, is the only 
junior high student whose work is included in the exhibition. 

He was chosen with appreciation first for his ability and concern, 
and then because of his voluntary organization of a crew of 

* painters who will be doing a mural at the Corcoran on the day 

of the preview in dedication to the exhibition and to art. Ted’s 
seriousness about art has been long-standing. He has taken 

* every opportunity to participate in various programs with the 

intent to pursue art on the college level. He is representative 
of so many of the youth participating in this exhibition and for 
that reason, the exhibition’s significance cannot be overstated. 


For the Corcoran, this exhibition also signifies the 
beginning of a new dimension to the many programs it has 
innovated in the past two years. Two years ago, with the 
reassessment of its municipal standing, it began to institute 
many new programs directed at youth, in addition to revamping 
many of its existing programs. The particular task of the 
Special Projects Department, which began under the auspices of 
the Gallery's Education Department, was to investigate what 
kinds of programs would be applicable to the needs of the 
community and how these programs could augment and support 
those of the D. C. Public Schools art department and then 
Implement them. The activities of the past two years have 
included setting up pilot workshops throughout the city, special 
workshops in the Children's Gallery, small exhibitions in the 
Children's Gallery, and making available manpower and supplies 
to many community organizations. 


Susan Gans 

Coordinator of Special Projects 





















ART AND YOUTH 


Art states what is intrinsic; it reveals self and 
defines emotions. Art also discerns sensitivity toward en¬ 
vironment and in human relations. Reflected .is a fundamental 
involvement with the content of life. Art is an act of will. 

Youth in his search for quality of life has always 
experimented with visual communication. Often, it is his most 
adequate form of articulation. Its value cannot be negotiated 
according to set rules because his art is a personal statement. 
Generally his work results from processes of evaluation about 
his environment and experiencial learning. 

The subject matter which youth chooses is varied 
and often depends upon his sense of priorities. It there¬ 
fore may be social or political commentary through which he 
can voice his opinion or develop as an explication of his 
perceptions—his reality; he may delve into the inner workings 
of his mind and relate fantasy. He may choose to document 
something which he sees or feels deserves documentation; he 
may simply choose to study or interpret classical concepts in 
the interest of developing an historically-oriented perspective 
while gaining skill in the use of different materials. He may 
experiment with contemporary ideas and techniques of artists— 
sometimes those whom he emulates. 

It is strange that at a time when youth's vision has 
achieved so much insight and when he is striving for a con¬ 
structive mankind, there is so much acrimony directed towards 
him. His ability to retain his integrity and act upon conscience 
in spite of protest and subjugation speaks for his seriousness 
and delineates the differences between generations. Formerly, 
education was primarily a rote experience where knowledge was 
dictated, not necessarily learned by experience. The shifting 
of emphasis from a pragmatic tradition in education to one 
which is a living and experimental experience has wrought many 
unpredicted reactions. 



Having also been born in the age of science and 
technology and a world in a constant state of flux, youth 
has particularly been affected by his inability to determine 
ultimates. He is expected to perform consistently without 
the knowledge of his potential for future requirements. He 
has watched the world disaffect from basic tenets which once 
determined the basis of human behavior. His solutions may 
seem radical in terms of the ideological plane of existence 
he feels should prevail; however, the trends which have been 
set before him are unencompassing or have been shattering to 
him. His whole consciousness has been unequalized through 
the incalculable risks resulting from political and social 
conditions and because of the apathy more than the antagonism 
directed at those who demand change. Youth wants to make a 
world in which one not merely survives, but a world in which 
people are fit to survive. 

Youth and his art, therefore, cannot be separated. 

It is a product of his development and interests. It is a 
lucid visual translation of his feelings and ideas. One 
suspects that it is done with great intensity and seriousness. 

The technical level of much of his work is remarkably 
mature. He generally has a sense of care and responsibility 
in terms of presentation. He also tends to be willing to go 
through the rigorous processes which will enable him to be 
facile while not necessarily being overstated. 

There is clear evidence of youth’s creativity. 

The special importance of youth’s art goes even beyound that 
and really has to do with the elements which give it unification. 
No matter the example, the work has that special definition of 
courage and conviction which finally makes known youth’s moods, 
opinions and feelings. There is no doubt that art and youth 
make sense. 


Susan Gans 

Coordinator of Special Projects 
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EPILOGUE 


The Art Department of the District of Columbia Public Schools welcomes 
and appreciates the opportunity extended it by the Corcoran Gallery of 
Art to exhibit art work of senior high school level in the Gallery during 
June and July of 1970. 

This unique focus on the non-verbal expression of city youth marks a 
significant step forward in the Seventies, and a first such occasion for 
our art classes. It acknowledges the need for challenging new goals for 
the young, goals that will bring recognition and respect to the best of 
their creative efforts and make possible their active participation in 
the cultural mainstream of our times. 

Our Department also wishes to express appreciation to the Mount Holyoke 
Club of Washington, D. C., the innovator and co-sponsor of this important 
happening. 


Marie Butler Williams 
Assistant Director of Art 
D. C. Public Schools 
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